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Online Resource 1. Preliminary explanation of the
final disposal that respondents had to read before
accessing the questionnaire.

Preliminary explanation

 Environmental Contamination by Radiocesium 
The earthquake and tsunami caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake in 

March 2011 resulted in the accident at TEPCO‘s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power 
Station (hereafter ”nuclear accident”). As a result of the nuclear accident, radioactive 
materials were released into the atmosphere, contaminating the ground surface, 
buildings, trees, soil, and other elements in Fukushima Prefecture and other parts of 
the Tohoku and Kanto regions.

 Environmental Decontamination
In order to reduce the impact of contamination by radioactive materials 

from the accident on human health and the living environment, "decontamination", i.e.
the removal of radioactive materials from the environment, was carried out mainly in 
Fukushima Prefecture over a period of about five years starting in 2012. About 13 
million m3 (about 11 times the size of the Tokyo Dome) of soil was removed mainly in 
Fukushima Prefecture (contaminated soil removed from the environment is referred to 
as "removed soil" in the policy so we will also use this terminology in this explanation). 

Most of the removed soil has been transported to an interim storage 
facility adjacent to Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. The cost of 
decontamination through FY2020 is approximately 5 trillion yen.

 Situation and Future 
The law requires the removed soil stored in the interim storage facility to 

be transported outside Fukushima Prefecture for final disposal within 30 years after the 
start of interim storage (by 2045). The decision to implement final disposal outside 
Fukushima Prefecture is “a result of a comprehensive judgment based on the fact that 
residents in Fukushima Prefecture are already bearing an excessive burden” (187th 
Diet Session, House of Representatives, Committee on the Environment, Minutes No. 
5), which was approved by the Cabinet in 2011. 

Nothing has been decided about final disposal except that the removed soil 
will be disposed of outside Fukushima Prefecture within 30 years after the start of 
interim storage, and the number of final disposal sites (one or more sites), and the 
decision procedures have still to be determined.  

In this survey, we are asking for your opinion on the final disposal of the 
13 million m3 of removed soil outside Fukushima Prefecture by 2045.
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